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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A document reader program determines the existence of an updated 
version of a document file at a network location specified by an 
original version of the document file. The document reader 
program then presents the user a choice of rendering the original 
version or the updated version in human-cognizable form. For 
example, a user can request help for a host appUcation, which 
accesses an original version of a help file via the docimient reader. 
Instead of displaying information from the original help file, the 
reader access a network location specified in the original help file, 
downloads an updated help file and then displays its information to 
the user. The updated help file can correspond to the local version 
of the host appUcation or, in another embodiment, the most-recent 
help file for the most-recent version of the host appUcation. 
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